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December 31, 2007 is deadline for submission of NPI number
Alabama Medicaid providers will soon join other health care providers
in the United States in using a federally-required National Provider
Identifier (NPI) number on all claims transactions. Use of the NPI is
mandated by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) and will also be needed to process claims on interChange,
Alabama Medicaid’s new claims processing system.
To ensure that claims are processed correctly on the new system,
providers must obtain all NPI numbers needed and provide them to
EDS no later than December 31, 2007.
While getting an NPI number is free, not having one can be costly,
according to Cyndi Crockett, EDS Provider Relations supervisor,
who noted that failure to submit a number to EDS by the deadline
may result in provider claims being rejected.

Providers may apply online for their NPI, free of charge, by visiting https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov or by
calling 1-800-465-3203 to request a paper application. The CMS NPI page, located at
 www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalProvIdentStand/, is the official source for education on the NPI initiative.
Alabama Medicaid providers can contact EDS for assistance at 1-800-688-7989 (within Alabama) or
(334) 215-0111 (outside Alabama).  To obtain needed forms or to view a list of frequently asked
questions, click here.
For more information about obtaining a NPI number, https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/Welcome.do

Elderly and disabled waiver renewed, slots added October 1
Recent federal approval of 505 new slots for Alabama Medicaid’s Elderly and Disabled waiver now
makes community-based care available to more state residents, according to Marilyn Chappelle,
Director of Long Term Care Services.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services recently approved the
additional slots when the home and community-based services waiver
was renewed for five years effective October 1. The new slots are
divided between the waiver’s two operating agencies, the Alabama
Department of Senior Services and the Alabama Department of Public
Health which received 30 and 475 slots, respectively.  A  total of 9,205
slots are now available for qualified elderly and disabled individuals.
The 25-year-old waiver program is one of the Agency’s oldest HCBS
programs, allowing individuals who require nursing facility level of care
to receive personal care, homemaker, case management and other
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services that allow them to live in the community.  To learn more about Medicaid’s HCBS waiver
programs, click here.

New effort designed to identify developmental delays earlier
A new statewide effort led by the Alabama Medicaid Agency will soon help physicians and other health
care providers identify developmental delays in children at an earlier age.

The “Alabama Assuring Better Child Health and Development”
AABCD) project is a 15-month initiative to promote the use of
standardized screening tools in conjunction with EPSDT well-child
checkups, according to RN Debbie Flournoy, program manager. The
project is the result of Alabama’s selection earlier this year as a
participant in a consortium with the National Academy for State Health
Policy.  The national organization is encouraging state-level efforts by
providing technical assistance.
“The goal of this project is to identify developmental delays at an
earlier age and to facilitate access and treatment services for children
and families in need of preventative or developmental services,”
Flournoy said, noting that four pilot sites (Mobile, Anniston, Jasper,
Huntsville) have been selected to implement and evaluate screening
tools and models.
Once the project is complete in mid-2008, recommendations specific

to use of standardized screening tools and referral resources for further testing and/or treatment will be
made available to state Medicaid providers.

Medicaid Pharmacy Director elected to chair APA section
Kelli D. Littlejohn, R.Ph., Pharm.D., Director of Pharmacy Services at the Alabama Medicaid Agency, has
been elected Chair of the Alabama Pharmacy Association’s Academy of Pharmacy Practice section.
A graduate of Snead State Community College and Auburn University School of
Pharmacy, Littlejohn attained a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the Arkansas
University School of Medical Sciences in 2007.  As director of the Agency’s
pharmacy program, she is responsible for pharmacy clinical and administrative
services and the Medicaid Drug Rebate program. She works closely with the
Agency’s Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee, Drug Utilization Review Board,
Pharmacy Advisory Group, Together for Quality stakeholder and clinical workgroups
and the Utilization Review Committee. Littlejohn also serves the community through
participation with the American Lung Association of Alabama’s Camp WheezeAway.
The section makes recommendations to the APA on programs and courses of action to improve
patient care while working with the association to establish and maintain high standards of ethics,
education and practice for the pharmacy profession.
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